ARTERIAL DRAINAGE (IRELAND). 



RETURN to ail Order of the Honourable The House ol' Commons, 
lialcil i 8 Februarj 1853;— /<;r, 

COPY “of the Instructions issued by the Treasury to JiicJmrd Grijjith, 
Sir JVillicim Ciihitt, and Mr. Rcndcl, Civil Eug'ineers appointed to inquire into 
the Autkuial Duainaqf- in Ireland.'” 



Treasury Minute, dated 13 July 1852. 

My I.ords have before them the Report of the Select Coininittoe of the House 
of Lords appointed in the last Session of Parliament to inquire into the operation 
of the Acts relating- to Arterial or River Drainage in Ireland, as administered 
by the Board of Works. 

The Coimiiittcc state that there are 12 works which were commenced under 
the Summary Proceedings Act (9 Viet. c. 4), and that the limit prescribed by 
the Act, of 3 1. an aero upon the average of the wliole area having been nttninecl, 
and tlie works being still unfinished, the proprietors withhold their assent to a 
renew’d of the wnr]c.s, from au appreheiision of being subjected to mi indefinite 
outlay, arising from altered plans and estimates. “ In sucli cases,” the Coni- 
niittoe observe, “it is very desirable that there should be an inquiry upon the 
spot, without delay, with tlie view of deciding upon a plan for completing the 
works to the host advantage. Siicli au inquiry, guided by engineering science 
of a high order, and by great experience in woi'ks of drainage in KiiglamJ, and 
perliaps elsewhere, would probably at once give the proprietors confidence, their 
assents would be obtained, and the works comjilcted.” 

My Lords concur in opinion with the Committee, that a full inquiry should 
be made on the spot into the circumstances of these 12 draiimge works, ami 
that Commissioners should be selected for the purpose, who will combine, in 
the liighest degree, tlie professional and other attainments required for lite 
successful discharge of this impnvtant duty. 

My Lords are accordingly pleased to appoint Mr. Griffitli, Chairman of the 
•Board of Works, and Mr. Wiilker and Mr. Reiidel, Civil Engiueei's, to be Com- 
missioners for tliis purpose. 

It is their Lordships’ desire that the Commissioners assemble in Dublin witii 
the least practicable delay, and vi.sit each of the 12 drainage districts in succes- 
sion ; and timt, after making a survey and exarninatioii of tlie ground, and such 
further iiiquirios as they may deem requisite, tlmy should report in respect to 
each work, upon the following points : — 

1st. The original plan and estimate for the works. 

2d. The alterations siibscqueutly made or proposed by the Board of 
Works. 

3d. Tiro course of proceeding recommended by the Commission, showing 
the nature and extent of the deviations from the plan and estimate last pro- 
posed by the Board of Woi'ks, which are recommended by the Commission, 
and the reasons Ibr tiieui. 

As a careful regard must be had to the improved value likely to be added to 
the lands, according to each suggested modification of the original plan, in order 
that the course of proceeding may be adopted which will, on the wliole, be most 
for the advantage of the proprietors and other parties concerned, the Commis- 
sioners should-have the assistance of the ablest and most experienced Valuators 
who are to be obtained. My Lords consider that the object in view will be best 
promoted by giving the Commissioners full discretion to employ such Aaluators 
as they think best. , ■ ^ 1 

The Commissioners will also be at liberty to employ such assistance as they 
require for the preparation of plans, &:c., to be executed under their immediate 
direction ; but my Lords rely upon their not inciirving expenditure, on this or 
any other account, beyond what may be absolutely necessary. 
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_ It is tluur Lordships’ dosiro tliafc tiio (Joininissioucrs slioiiM r(‘t:(‘ivi; aiul cmi 
sidor any ropresontatious which may ho inmlo to them by or r)ii Ijuimll' or tho 
proprietors or other persons interested in I, lie works ; ainl t)m ohioors of il,,.' 
Drainage Department of the Board of Works will fumisli full, infonuatioii m> 
every point wliich calls for ex|diiiiatiou from them. 

Piimlly, Ihc Cominisaitmurs will report, in rotoremto In „ni:li wnrk wlmtlior 
the propnelors concur iu the imipricty of tho course of |in.,:cciliM.r ron,m,„™il,,p 
by them, tire propiircil In give IlHtir ass, ml, in tim trrnis of' lim Am lo ili,. 
Iiirtlicr cxpciidUimi roqiiiroil Ibr tIm coiuplctiou uf tIm wnibi iioeonliii.',’ t,, ,1 t 
jiliiii recuniniciided by the Comiiiirt.Hioucrs. ,-i • - . 

Triiiismit a copy of this Minute to Messrs. Oriilitli,* Wall, nr ltnn.1,,1 
lor their inloniiation and gnidimce. ''-imei, 

Also traiisiuit a co]iy to the Coiiimisaiouers nf Public Works fo,' 
nifor.uot.ou, ,m,d , csiro that they will faeilitatr, l,y every , minus in imir powe 
the operalums o( the Commission. i iuiwu, 

Lio'l.ta,ar“‘"‘ “ "l‘ tl.b Lord 





VVJiitchall, Treasury Cliainbei> 
22 February 185 H. 



.1 A M ,HS W1 Lyo lN. 
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